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PEASANT PROPRIETORS. 183

*Notwithstanding the general prosperity of the Swiss peasantry, this
total absence of pauperism and (it may also be said) of poverty, cannot be
predicated of the whole country ; the largest and richest canton, that of
Berne, being an example of the contrary ; for although, in the parts of it

" which are occupied by peasant proprietors, their industry is as remarkable
~and their ease and comfort as conspicuous as elsewhere, the canton is
burthened with a numerous pauper population, thirough the operation of
the worst regulated system of poor-law administration in Europe, except
that of England before the new Poor Law. Nor is Switzerland in some
other respects a favourable example of all that peasant properties might
effect. There exists a series of statistical accounts of the Swiss cantons,
drawn up mostly with great care and intelligence, containing detailed
information, of tolerably recent date, respecting the condition of the land
and of the people. From these, the subdivision appears to be often so
minute, that it can hardly be supposed not to be excessive ; and the
indebtedness of the proprietors in the flourishing canton of Zurich
* “borders’ as the writer expresses it, ‘on the incredible ;*so that ¢ only
‘ the intensest industry, frugality, temperance, and complete freedom of
commerce enable them to stand their ground.’ "Yet the general con-
clusion deducible from these books is that since the beginning of the
" century, and concurrently with the subdivision of many great estates
which belonged to nobles or to the cantonal governments, there has been
a striking and rapid improvement in almost every department of agricul-
ture, as well as in the houses, the habits, and the food of the people. The
writer of the account of Thiirgau goes so far as to say, that since the sub-
- division of the feudal estates into peasant properties, it is not uncommon
for a third or a fourth part of an estate to produce as much grain, and
“support as many head of cattle, as the whole estate did before.} :
. § 3. One of the countries in which peasant proprietors are of oldest
date, and most numerous in proportion to the population, is Norway. Of
“ the social and economical condition of that country an interesting account
" has been given by Mr. Laing. His testimony in favour of small landed
properties both there and elsewhere, is given with great decision. I shall
quote a few passages.

¢If small proprictors are not good farmers, it is not from the same
cause here which we are told makes them so in Scotland—indolence and
want of exertion. The extent to which irrigation is carried on in these
glens and valleys shows a spirit of exertion and co-gperation’ (I request

* ‘Eine an das unglaubliche grinzende Schuldenmasse’ is the expression.
(Historisch-geographisch-statisches Gemilde der Schweis. Erster Theil. Der
Kanton Ziirich. Von Gerold Meyer von Knonau, 1834, pp. 80-1.) There are

- villages in Zurich, he adds, in which there is not a single property unmortgaged.
. It does not, however, follow that each individual proprictor is deeply involved be-
- cause the aggregate mass of incumbrances is large.  In the Canton of Schafthausen,
for instance, it 1s stated that the landed properties are almost all mortgaged, but
_rarely for more than one-half their registered value (Zwolfter Theil. Der Kanton
Schaffhausen, von Edward Im-Thurn, 1840, p. 52), and the mortgages are often for
the improvement and enlargement of the estate. (Sicbenzehnter Theil. Der
Kanton Thiirgau, von J. A. Pupikofer, 1837, p. 209.)
* ¢ Deuselben Erfolg hat die Vertheilung der ehemaligen grossen Lehenhéfe in
- mehrere kleinere eigenthiimliche Bauerngiiter. Es its gar nicht selten, dass ein
Drittheil oder Viertheil eines solchen Hofes nun eben soviel Getreide liefert und
cben so viel Stiick Vich unterhilt als vormals der ganze Hof.' (Zhsirgau, p. 72.)
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